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Nebraska Children's Commission

Tenth Meeting
April 16,2013

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Country Inn and Suites, Lighthouse Room

5353 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order

Karen Authier called the meeting to order at 9:03am and noted that the Open Meetings Act
information was posted in the room as required by state law.

Roll Call

Commission Members present: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Fomey, Candy

Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer

Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski,

Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer.

Commission Members absent: None.

Ex Officio Members present: Hon. Linda Porter and Vicky Weisz.

Ex Officio Members absent: Ellen Brokofsky, Senator Kathy Campbell, Senator Colby Coash,

and Senator Jeret,ry Nordquist.

Also in attendance: Sara Goscha, Tony Green, Vicki Maca, Wes Nespor, and Leesa Sorensen

from the Department of Health and Human Services.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Beth Baxter to approve the agenda as written, seconded by Norman
Langemach. Voting yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy
Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Gene Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David
Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen,
Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. Voting no: none. Martin Klein was absent. Motion carried.

Approval of January 16,2013, Minutes

A motion was made by Susan Staab to approve the minutes of the January 16,2013, meeting,
seconded by Kerry Winterer. Voting yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy



Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman
Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow,
Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. Voting no: none. Absent:
None. Motion carried.

Chairperson's Report

Karen Authier provided the committee with information on the Prevention Summit that took
place in Kearney on April 10,2013. Several Commission members were able to meet with
community groups as a part of round table discussions that took place prior to the conference.
Karen also highlighted some of the legislative bills that would impact the work of the
Commission, including new committees and responsibilities.

Karen reminded the group that the Health and Human Services committee would be holding a
technology briefing on April 22,2013.

Juvenile Services (OJS) Committee Report

Martin Klein provided an update on the Juvenile Services Committee, including a written report.
The committee has completed the initial review of the LRl96 (Nebrasko Juvenile Services
Master Plan) document. The committee will be holding a full day meeting in both May and June
to work on the strategic recommendations of the Juvenile Services (OJS) Committee. Marty also
reported that the committee has had a membership change and was beginning discussion on
replacements for that one open position and the possibility of adding new members at a future
date.

DHHS Update
Thomas Pristow provided an update on the Title IV-E process. He also announced to the group
that Tony Green has taken the position of Deputy Director of OJS. DHHS is currently looking
for someone to fill the open position in the Eastern service area. Thomas also gave an update on
the Results Based Accountability process of meeting with providers and updating contracts.
Thomas offered to give a more comprehensive update on other initiatives at the Commission
meeting in May.

Legislative Update
Karen Authier provided the group a handout on legislative bills that relate to the work of the
Commission. The list includes the status of each of the bills. Karen specifically highlighted
L8216 which deals with youth aging out of the system, LB 268 which creates a placeholder for
additional systems related funding and support,LB269 which moves the Children's Commission
to the Foster Care Review Office; LB 530 which provides for implementation of the
recommendations of the Foster Care Rate Committee; and LB561 which impacts the role of the
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Juvenile Services (OJS) committee. Karen reminded the group that there might be other bills
\- that are of interest to members of the committee or may impact that work of the Commission.

Contracting with Private Non-profit Entities as a Lead Agency (NFC Presentation)
Dave Newell provided a presentation on NFC for consideration by the Commission as members
evaluate the role of private non-profit entities functioning as a lead agency. Dave provided
information on the history of NFC; a brief overview of the work of NFC including service
results; NFC financial information; and items the Commission members may want to be aware of
in the future related to child welfare and juvenile justice.

Cmnw't'"
The coplmtftee recessed at l0.25am for workgroup discussions.

f *fyu@tt-sP
The domrrlittee reconvened at I l:30am.

/

Phase II Strategic Planning General Discussion
Commission members met within assigned workgroups to continue discussions on the four main
goal areas. At the end of their discussion time each workgroup reported on the work they are
currently doing:

Workforce
The Workforce workgroup is currently researching other surrounding state models related

to professional workforce development. The Committee is researching information from
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Vermont, Kansas, and Arizona to collect information on best
practices.

Community Ownership
The Community Ownership workgroup reviewed information on the Fremont community

initiatives that was presented by Jennifer Skala. The group also discussed plans for upcoming
listening sessions that the workgroup will host with various community leaders across the state.

System of Care
The System of Care workgroup discussed the cross-systems analysis document and the

need for the group to review that report in more detail as a part of their workgroup efforts. The
group also discussed the need to coordinate their efforts with the Community Ownership
Workgroup and Juvenile Services (OJS) Committee in order to assess the gaps in services across
the state.

Technology
The Technology workgroup reported on the work that is being done to coordinate data

systems including a possible project with the Foster Care Review office. The committee will
eventually be looking at and evaluating the pros and cons of SACWICs compliance.
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New Business

General Discussion no action item

Next Meeting Date

The next meeting is May 18, 2013, 9:00am-12:00pm. The place has not yet been determined.

Adjourn

A motion was made by Beth Baxter to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mary Jo Pankoke. The

meeting adjourned at I 1:55am.
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Nebraska Children's Commission
Selected bills that relate to the work of the Commission.

Legislative Bills Last Revised: May 20,2073

Document
Primarv
lntroducer Status Description

LB44 Ashford Signed by Gov
May 8,2013

Change penalty provisions with respect to Class IA felonies
:ommitted by persons under the age of eighteen

LB2I6 McGill Select File Adopt the Young Adult Voluntary Services and Support Act
L8265 Coash inal Reading Change foster care licensure and kinship home and relative

:ome provisions
L8268 Campbell Referral State intent to appropriate funds for upgrade of an electronic

data collection system related to child welfare and other
economic assistance programs

LB.269 Campbell Final Readine hange provisions relating to children and families
L8342 Coash General File Change right to counsel provisions under the Nebraska

Iuvenile Code

LB,425 Campbell Referral State intent to appropriate funds for intervention services for
at-risk children and youth

L8464 Ashford Select File Change court jurisdiction over juveniles and indictment
procedures

aB49s Sullivan and R
ngrossing

Change provisions relating to the Education Innovation Fund
md early childhood grant reporting

L8497 Sullivan and R
ngrossing

Change provisions relating to funding for education from
Iottery funds

LB503 Coash Referral Rename the Child Protection Act and provide for alternative
response to a report of child abuse or neglect

LB507 Campbell Select File Adopt the Step Up to Quality Child Care Act
LB53O Dubas Final Reading Add, change, and eliminate provisions relating to foster care

reimbursements
B556 McGill Select File Provide for telehealth services for children, change the

medical assistance program, and provide duties for the
Department of Health and Human Services

LB56I Ashford EandR
Engrossing

State findings and intent for changes to the juvenile justice
system and a funding mechanism (LB463,LB 471, LB86,
LBs62)

L8625 Conrad General File Change income eligibility provisions relating to federal child
;are assistance

LR31 Sampbell Adopted &
Speaker Signed

Provide the Executive Board appoint the Children's Behavioral
Health Oversight Committee as a special committee

LR2O9 Dubas Interim study to examine the contracts between the Dept. of
Health and Human Services and provider agencies for foster
care services

LR222 Floward lnterim study to gather information and make recommendations
necessary for the Legislature to craft a comprehensive early
learning strategy for the State of Nebraska



Juvenile Services (OJS) Committee

\- Report to the Nebraska Children's Gommission
May 21, 2013

Chairperson: Martin Klein, Nebraska Children's Commission, Deputy Hall County Attorney

Co-Chairperson: Ellen Brokofsky, Nebraska Children's Commission, State Probation Administrator
- Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation

Committee members:
o Kim Culp, Director -Douglas County Juvenile Assessment Center
. Rachel Daugherty, Juvenile Court Defense Attorney, Hall County, NE (resigned)
. Sarah Forrest, Policy Coordinator - Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice - Voices for

Children
. Judge Larry Gendler, Separate Juvenile Court Judge for Sarpy County, NE. Kim Hawekotte, Director - Foster Care Review Office (former CEO - KVC Nebraska). Dr. Anne Hobbs, Director - Juvenile Justice lnstitute, University of Nebraska, Omaha. Jana Peterson, Facility Administrator - YRTC, Kearney
. Ron Johns, Administrator - Scotts Bluff County Detention Center
o Nick Juliano, Senior Director of Business Development - Boys Town
. Corey Steel, Assistant Deputy Administrator for Juvenile Services, Administrative Office of

the Courts and Probation
. Monica Miles-Steffens, Executive Director - Nebraska Juvenile Justice association &

Nebraska JDAI Statewide Coordinator

\-- . Pastor Tony Sanders, CEO - Family First: A Call to Action
o Dalene Walker, Parent

Resources to the Committee:
. Sen. Kathy Campbell
. Sen. Colby Coash
o Stacey Conroy, Legal Counsel for Senator Brad Ashford
. Doug Koebernick, Legislative Assistant for Senator Steve Lathrop
. Jerall Moreland, Assistant Ombudsman - Nebraska Ombudsman's Office
. Dr. Liz Neeley, Nebraska Bar Association, Supreme Court Minority Justice Committee
. Dr. Hank Robinson, Director of Research, Nebraska Department of Corrections
o Dan Scarborough,Facility Administrator - YRTC, Geneva
. Amy Williams, Legislative Assistant for Senator Amanda McGill

Recent Meetinq Dates:

January 9,2013
February 12,2013
March 12,2013
April 9,2013
May 14,2013



Activities:

LR196 - Nebraska Juvenile Services Master Plan update:
The committee has completed the initial review of LR196 (Nebraska Juvenile Services Master
Plan). A sub-committee is currently reviewing this document to finalize the content. Samples of
the draft report are available for Nebraska Children's Commission member review at today's
meeting.

Strateqic Recommendations Discussion:
On May 14,2013, the Juvenile Services (OJS) Committee met for a full day planning session at the
Lincoln Child Advocacy Center. The committee agreed upon a vision question of: "What changes
(or things to remain the same) will effectively improve and support a comprehensive, culturally
competent continuum of care and accountability for youth and families involved in the juvenile
justice system, while maintaining public safety?" to guide their strategic planning discussions.

The committee preliminarily agreed upon six vision elements to answer the vision question:

1. Right youth, right services, right time
2. Consistent, stable, skilled workforce
3. Transparent system collaboration with shared partnerships and ownership
4. Family focused/youth centered
5. Data driven decision making
6. Reducing social and system disparity

The committee then met in small workgroups to begin making recommendations related to these
six vision elements. The committee plans to meet in another full day session on June '1 1 , 2013, to
continue the planning process.

The committee discussed the possibility of delaying the date that recommendations will be made to
the Nebraska Children's Commission based on the progress of L8561. The committee also
discussed the need to make sure that the committee is utilizing the work that is already being done
by the Nebraska Children's Commission workgroups and not duplicating efforts. The Juvenile
Services (OJS) Committee will work with the appropriate workgroup leaders once the strategic plan

is in a near final form.

Committee Membership Chanqe:
On March 12,2013, the committee voted to accept the resignation of Rachel Daugherty, Juvenile
Court Defense Attorney, Hall County, NE. The committee is currently taking recommendations for
a replacement member.

At the May 14,2013, meeting the committee voted to request that the voting membership of the
Juvenile Services (OJS) Committee be expanded to 16 members. The committee discussed
adding four additional members to the committee, and filling one vacancy. The group hopes to add
representation by members that could address issues related to diversion, child advocacy,
substance abuse/behavioral health, education, law enforcement, and the Crime Commission.
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-lltc obscnation ol'Chiklrcrt's Mcnktl Hcalth weck is a n:rtional cvcu(. ()ur lllan ol'cvcnls irrcludc :ul across thc statc
tnot<>rcycle ri<lc, usittl; tlrc i<lca of tlte "llotty cxprcss" 'l1re pony cxprcss rvill c<lllect lcttcrs lrorn cach bchavioral hcaltl
rcgiott Lo bc tlelivcrctl to lhc stcps ol'tlc statc calrital into the hiur<ls o['our (]ovcrrror hy our youth.'l'lrc track will begirr
irr Scottslllufl'r,r"itlr a rcgi<>trill cclclrratiott iuvolving cornrnuuity rncurbcrs zur<l public ollicials. l')aclr day will bc anothcr
stop ol'tlrc por))r cxprcss rutd :r cclchrali<xr irr thc slrccilic rcgion. 'l'hc last rlay ol'thc cvcnt nill lrc a <'clcbratiou alie r the
dclir,cry ol'tJre lcttcrs. 'Ihc cclcbration will bc a dinrrcr and arvarrls, a youlh lxrncl ;rnd livc music. 'fhc g<>al ol-tlrcsc
cvcllts is to clcvatc awarcllcss ol'clriltlrcn's tucnLd hcalth issues r,r'ith thc: lropc t>l'cucoumgirrg carly <liaguosis :urrl
lrcatrncttt. Attotltcr goal is tcl clinrinatc thc stigrna associatcrl u,ith chiltlrcn's rncnt:il hcalth. Stigma is a lxrrricr au<l
rliscottra;;cs liunilics lirrrn gcttittg tlrc hclp tltcy nced due [o thc lcar ol'bcing <liscriminatcrl agairnt or ju<lgc<I.

'I'hcr c arc rlunrcrorrs lcvcls ol'cvcrrt sponsorship olportuuitics to
llcsl rncct your <xgurization's lludget, rnarkcting uccrls and dcsircr
t<> rr:ach thc cornrrrrrnity with your rncssali^c.

Your company r.r.ill receivc:

Gold Event Sponsor - $5,000
. l,isting in all priutcrl materials arr<l mcdia
. A lnld, single tcxt lirrk on our wcbsitc x 12 nr<>nths
. Vcrllirl rncrrtiorr of r'omp:ury rrarne at evclrt.
o Seatirtg I'<rr foul at the cverrt.
. Narnc arrd logo on rrclhmilics4kids.org wcbsitc

I)age promotiug cvent.

Silver Event Sponsor - $2,500
. Iisling in all prirrtcd rnatcrials and rncdia
. A lxrld, siuglc tcxt lirft on our rvcbsitc x 6 months
. Verbal mcntiorr ol'company nantc at cvcllt.
. Scatiul; Ior trvo at thc cvernt.
o Nanrc and logo ou ncl-amilics4kids.org u'cllsitc
1'wo tickcls for Lhc cvcnt.

Bronze Event Sponsor - $1,500
. listing in all prirrtcd matcrials and mcdia
mentions frrr er,cnt y()ur compru)y sponsoni.
. A bold, single tcrt link on our rvcbsite r 3 months
. Vcrlral mcntion ol'comparry nartrc at cvcnt.
r Niune an<l logo orr ucliulilicsAkids.olg wcbsil.e

Nelrraska Fcdcrzrtion ol'I':unilies f<rr Childrcn's Mcntal Health
'foll frcc phonc: (ti77) 2il9-8880

Iimail: swondcr@ncfarnilics4kids.orq Wcb: ncflarnilies4kids.org
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CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK

RIDE ACROSS
NEBRASKA
MAY 30rH -JUNE 1sr

Hundreds of Nebraskans will be mountin$their motorcycles to help bringawareness to
children's mental health issues.

Ihis statewide awareness and advocacy eventthat places a spot/rghton the challengesfaced
by families with young people whom have behavioral health challenfles. Ihe 2073 specific

focus is: Pay itforvvard,lnvest in Children's Mental Wetlnessl
The iourney begins with a kickoff celebration in Scottsbluff, Nebraska on May 29th, 2073.
Motorcycltsts wil/ travelacross Nebraska collecting letters that address Nebras ka's need to
invest in children's mental wel/ness. The parade will end at the steps of the State Capitat in
Lincoln on Saturday, June 7st, where the Pony Express Riders will detiver the /etters to the

hands of the young people to share with Governor Heineman and other
Nebraska law makers.

The parade wlll end at the steps of the capital withthe Pony Express handtng the /etters to the Youth.
Wanna be a'pony express'rideft

Please do,your involvementwould be so appreciated.!
Contact Sarah @ 308-991-8683


