Nebraska Children’s Commission

Thirty-first Meeting
March 17, 2015
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Country Inn and Suites, Lincoln Room
5353 North 27™ Street, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order
Karen Authier called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and noted that the Open Meetings Act
information was posted in the room as required by state law

Roll Call )
Commission Members present: Pam Allen (9:

Also in attendance: Beﬁiﬁ\@;\x Conn I
Summers/a.nd Chnssy Tonkin

es and the Chlldren s Commission Suggested 2015
econded by Mary Jo Pankoke. Voting yes: Karen Authier,
awekotte, Gene Klein, Norman Langemach, Andrea Miller,

y Jo , Dale Shotkoski, and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Pam
Allen, Teresa Anderso: ‘Kennedy-Goergen, Deb O’Brien, and Diana Tedrow were
absent. None abstained. -

Meeting Date
Beth Baxter, J

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to approve the agenda as written. The motion was
seconded by Jennifer Clark. Voting yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Holly Brandt,
Jennifer Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Gene Klein, Norman Langemach, Andrea Miller, David Newell,
Mary Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski, and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Abstaining: none.
Teresa Anderson, Candy Kennedy Goergen, Deb O’Brien and Diana Tedrow were absent for the
vote. Motion carried.



Chairperson’s Report

Karen Authier gave a brief chairperson’s report. She noted the resignation of Commission staff
and noted that the position would be posted soon. She also noted that Pam Allen would be
leaving the Commission as her family is moving out of state. Karen thanked Pam for her service
to the Commission. Karen also updated the Commission on the progress of the Child Welfare
Financial Primer. Karen noted that Bethany Connor would send out a survey regarding issues
that need Commission attention on Wednesday as a follow up to the January Commission
meeting and retreat.

Kid’s Count Report
Chrissy Tonkinson gave a brief overview of the Voices for
hlghhghted some child welfare and juvenile Justlce data of

Idren’s Kids Count Report. She
terest to the Commission. One
information was given its own
section, to highlight the importance of the juvenile justi smb. She also noted that she was

with data requests.

Legislative Update and Action Item /
Kim Hawekotte, Juliet Summer , provided the

Parties’ report on i i on had bee fdrwarded to the legislature, and
Bethany Connor had testified in ral capaclty on behalf of the group at the hearing for
LB15. She noted, that Senater ’ had introduced a LB502 proposing a family court pilot

j ' esolution. The Legal Parties task force will look at
7 create a product of substance in the form of
.im encouraged any members with any input on the issue

m the Lead Agency Taskforce. She noted that the taskforce
had met once and establi ues and key areas of focus. The taskforce is dedicated to
creating Fecommepda > o expeditious manner. The Commission had been given an
opportunity to review the Taskforce’s written update and purpose statement in advance of the
meeting. The Commission came to an informal consensus that based on the written update, the
taskforce should move forward as identified in the purpose statement.

Workforce Work Group Report and Action Item

Susan Staab led a discussion on the Workforce Work Group’s report. The Commission
supported the areas identified in the report and also identified the external work environment,
external stakeholders such as universities, and determining the causes of retention and turnover
as additional areas for the workforce to consider. The Commission also supported adding a



clarification of the definitions of “compassion fatigue” and “vicarious trauma.” Discussion also
led the Commission to consider the use of a third party to conduct a comprehensive workforce
study to examine these issues. Many potential recommendations can be implemented through
policy or practice change and may not need legislative intervention. Representatives from the
Department of Health and Human Services and Nebraska Families Collaborative were requested
to give presentations in response to the recommendations of the Workforce Workgroup. Gene
Klein made a motion to receive the report with the recommendations that DHHS and NFC
respond, and that the recommendations for a legislative study or interim study be changed to
recommend a comprehensive evaluation. Dale Shotkoski seconded the motion. Voting yes:
Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Holly Brandt, Jennifer Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Gene
Klein, Norman Langemach, Andrea Miller, David Newell, Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski
and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Teresa Anderson, Candy Kennedy Goergen, Deb O’Brien,
and Diana Tedrow were absent. None abstained. Motion carried.

Next Meeting Planning
Gene Klein indicated he needed to leave th
discussed. He noted that his organization, Project Harmony, has tralne VO rkers on Alternative
; i anization t%rowde information

Kim Hawekotte and .
Committee. The C\

\he Juvenile Services (0OJS)

%ject of community services and
entatlons /%y the staff psychologists. Kim
ort contained the recommendation that all
f the Commission. Kim has accepted a

ler. Votmg yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authler Beth Baxter,
~ Norman Langemach Andrea Miller, David Newell,

and Diana Tedrow were absent K1m Hawekotte abstamed
Motion carried.

System of Care Grant U te' and Action Item

Beth Baxter updated the C mmission on the status of the System of Care Grant. She noted that
the grant is a wonderful opportunity to enhance available services and supports. Mary jo
Pankoke made a motion for the Commission to support the Department of Health and Human
Services and the Governor’s office in moving forward with the System of Care Grant,seconded
by Pam Allen. Voting yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Holly Brandt, Jennifer
Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Norman Langemach, David Newell, Mary Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski,
and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Teresa Anderson, Candy Kennedy Goergen, Gene Klein,
Andrea Miller, Deb O’Brien, and Diana Tedrow were absent. None abstained. Motion carried.



Data Technology Workgroup

David Newell provided an update on the Data, technology, accountability and reporting
workgroup. He noted that the next meeting with be a three hour meeting at the Foster Care
Review Office on April 29" to follow up on the Chapin Hall presentations from the January
Children’s Commission meeting and retreat.

Barriers to Permanency Report
Kim Hawekotte led a discussion on the Barriers to Permanency Report. She provided copies of
the report to the Commission. She noted that because the report recently came out, many
members have not had time to read it. She asked that the members read the report and at the next
meeting the stakeholders involved in the creation of the report will hold an informative panel on
the Barriers to Permanency project. '

DHHS Operations Update

Vicki Maca pr0V1ded an update on DHHS operaﬁons She noted that the Department is very

the families served have experlenced chronic neglect ‘with poverty related str
working with Federal partners on the
to ensure that the measures are met.

Probation Report
Ellen Brokofsky gave a Probation update

e s been making a difference in
mey and Geneva. Probation is

It was
cy. Project would hold a panel. The Lead Agency taskforce
will provide an Department of Health and Human Services and Nebraska Families
Collaborative® wil ide 2 . response.to the Workforce workgroup report. The Data,
Technology, ' ility Reporting workgroup will provide recommendations.
Additional topic ternative response and evidence based practices definitions.

Next Meeting Date

The next meeting is Tuesday, May 19, 2015, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.

Adjourn
A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Norman
Langemach. The meeting adjourned at 1:29 pm.



