
Nebraska Children's Commission

Thirty-frrst Meeting
March 17,2015

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Country Inn and Suites, Lincoln Room

5353 North 27n Street, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order
Karen Authier called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and g#ea that the Open Meetings Act
information was posted in the room as required by state l"Y6
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Roll Call

ry,ti.t;./4/
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Commission Members present: Pam Allen (l : 0.,,{),. .$ar en Authi€i'{!}
"'BarenAuthi€i.tt:!.fu,r;.,..1hBaxter,HollyBrandt,

ih Langemach, ffiiea Miller, David Newell,Jennifer Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Gene Klein, .

Mary Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski, and Susan'

'Brien, Diana

Also in attendance: Bethar-ry Conn\rr.Joselyn Luedtke, Carolyn Rooker, Melissa Schaefer, Juliet

s",*"ow,r:H"roN5r. ," 
K* *:"".r*

Consenf Agenda Items'Uitg//////,...o '.L;,it Tr

Ceneffii1,lnade arnotioito,?fnrovne-$e consent agenda items, the January 22,2015 Nebraska

Children'3"rWg.A* r"tion Nfeeting Miniites 
_and 

the Children s Commission Suggeste! 
fO.tS

Meeting OaiA{il^ne motion #$.""orded by Mary Jo Pankoke. Voting yes: Karen Authier,

Beth Baxter, J{i{tffer Clark, Kiyj,,Hawekotte, Gene Klein, Norman Langemach, Andrea Miller,
David Newell, WffiKrtAn Par:Iriglff4ltDale Shotkoski, and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Pam

Allen, Teresa Anders6,p.g"9,ffi, Kennedy-Goergen, Deb O'Brien, and Diana Tedrow were

absent. None abstained.' M,..ryW carried.

Approval of Agenda
A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to approve the agenda as written. The motion was

seconded by Jennifer Clark. Voting yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Holly Brandt,

Jennifer Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Gene Klein, Norman Langemach, Andrea Miller, David Newell,
Mary Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski, and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Abstaining: none.

Teresa Anderson, Candy Kennedy Goergen, Deb O'Brien and Diana Tedrow were absent for the

vote. Motion carried.

Tedrow. n/,''"ry,,.. 
un,,

Ex Officio Members present: Ellen Brffiffiskya,l.ildgp_LindaF$,91g, and Julie Rogers.

\
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Ex Officio Members +he.e$.tNWr. Joseph $.Ebmo, SffiK,*e B\Iz, Senator Kathy Campbell,

Tony Green, and sen"-1,oiYitt\ng-Broo'{b- 
W 

-hrl,.l,i/

Commission Members absent: T



2

Chairperson's Report
Karen Authier gave a brief chairperson's report. She noted the resignation of Commission staff
and noted that the position would be posted soon. She also noted that Pam Allen would be
leaving the Commission as her family is moving out of state. Karen thanked Pam for her service
to the Commission. Karen also updated the Commission on the progress of the Child Welfare
Financial Primer. Karen noted that Bethany Connor would send out a survey regarding issues
that need Commission attention on Wednesday as a follow up to the January Commission
meeting and retreat.

Kid's Count Report ..-{

Chrissy Tonkinson gave a brief overview of the Voices for Ghildren's Kids Count Report. She
highlighted some child welfare and juvenile justice data of interest to the Commission. One
important change to the report this year was that juventle justice information was given its own
section, to highlight the importance of the juvenile ju$ice systeiii. She also noted that she was
able to provide more detailed data upon reques!, @d encouraged the C_ommission to contact her
with data requests. :::'

Legislative Update and Action Item 
"'.'%^,, 

.s.
Kim Hawekotte, Juliet Summersn*qlJoselyn Li"W,,,r,-, ,,, Bethany Coffi.X* provided the
Commission with a Legislative updae. The panel gavC an:update on bills identified as areas of
focus and interest to the Commission. The panel identified the bills that were designated as
priority bills or had been placed on the 

$:neral 
File. 

*.:::t : \\ '\ -' , ',

Legal Parties Taskforce Update and Action ltem 
' : i

Kim Hawekotte pro#ffi an tii@ on the l,egal Parties ta$k.{orce. She noted that the Legal

rce Upda'tA\nd Action Item
Beth Baxter provided'.:.fui update firom the Lead Agency Taskforce. She noted that the taskforce
had met once and Slues and key areas of focus. The taskforce is dedicated to
creating recommendatio expeditious manner. The Commission had been given an
opportunity to review the 's written update and purpose statement in advance of the
meeting. The Commission came to an informal consensus that based on the written update, the
taskforce should move forward as identified in the purpose statement.

Workforce Work Group Report and Action Item
Susan Staab led a discussion on the Workforce Work Group's report. The Commission
supported the areas identified in the report and also identified the external work environment,
external stakeholders such as universities, and determining the causes of retention and turnover
as additional areas for the workforce to consider. The Commission also supported adding a

Bethany Connor naa festife d, in ,ffilboutral capacity on behalf of the group at the hearing for
LB15. Sheigfp..t-Wkr...that Sier.rttar,7,ffi{,} ,i-ntroduied aLB502 proposing a family court pilot
project tha(,N$$)'Nr"*hq66ed 1l$,ffigislative Resolution. The Legal Parties task force will look at
family juvenile cBtlNmodidl{'"ta...uJtimaiely,..p1eate a product of substance in the form of

;im encouraged any members with any input on the issue
to connect

Lead Agency
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clarification of the definitions of "compassion fatigue" and "vicarious trauma." Discussion also

led the Commission to consider the use of a third party to conduct a comprehensive workforce
study to examine these issues. Many potential recommendations can be implemented through
policy or practice change and may not need legislative intervention. Representatives from the

Department of Health and Human Services and Nebraska Families Collaborative were requested

to give presentations in response to the recommendations of the Workforce Workgroup. Gene

Klein made a motion to receive the report with the recommendations that DHHS and NFC
respond, and that the recommendations for a legislative study or interim study be changed to

recommend a comprehensive evaluation. Dale Shotkoski seconded the motion. Voting yes:

Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Holly Brandt, Jenryffi;Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Gene

Klein, Norman Langemach, Andrea Miller, David Newell.|ffi Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski

and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Teresa Anderson, %1t#,,YK"*edy Goergen, Deb O'Brien,
and Diana Tedrow were absent. None abstained. }l4otisi{Vi&W-ed.

Next Meeting Planning
the next meeting be

on Alternative
Response and would like to host the next meetin! at his uesanization fr

about the training onsite. He notgfl*that Project "IYhr.r5.{.q-E$i\ould hold
conference room and orovide lunCWttli,lffihe Commisiioa came to the co

information
l,tfuipeting in their

' '////'/,ll/,it,. '|,/:r'ni.l.:

Kennedy Goer{ffip,eb O'Briffi,,,and Diana Tedrow were absent. Kim Hawekotte abstained.

Motion carried. ,%lNr,,. fi/lil
ttilill,l?*"".-,: : . ll.i.lit'

System of Care Grant t@tTnd Action Item
Beth Baxter updated the Cffimission on the status of the System of Care Grant. She noted that

the grant is a wonderful opportunity to enhance available services and supports. Mary jo
Pankoke made a motion for the Commission to support the Department of Health and Human
Services and the Govemor's office in moving forward with the System of Care Grant,seconded

by Pam Allen. Voting yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Holly Brandt, Jennifer

Clark, Kim Hawekotte, Norman Langemach, David Newell, Mary Jo Pankoke, Dale Shotkoski,

and Susan Staab. Voting no: none. Teresa Anderson, Candy Kennedy Goergen, Gene Klein,
Andrea Miller, Deb O'Brien, and Diana Tedrow were absent. None abstained. Motion carried.

conference room *9.p1oJid: n"&1.@@ffi,Commisiiq.C$r"" to the consensus thai the next

meeting would be held at Project H*urffi.!f;r,r.. "'* ,.,iirr\1

rta

Juvenile Services (OJS)..-Q,,.R.pmittee Repiiry anlll..AdfioR ltem N
Kim Hawekotte and".,.ftffii$nnor pffuded ffi? e of tBb Juvenile Services (OJS)

Committee. The Coililiittee's.,rs*sst meetindi.po6weA" tK&rwbiect of community services andCommittee. The CdilNiiie";s,Nis6t ^"itii{ip-o<ry,,ff 
{K&nry;ect of community services and

services available ui Hii \YRTC';' and inch{ffi,foi6sentations*6y the staff psychologists. Kim
Hawekotte noted that tG $,tructure 'Committee report contained the recommendation that all
Committee; be chaired by \least on,

nominat).f #.7-/#?/,:@&ufi@**!orth-;1.SJSCo
Ne*elffik u ^otiiif, the bO-ggnission to appoint Kim Hawekotte as Co-Chair of the OJS

Committqgua.seconded b!'Xndr.sa Ii{UV. Voting.yes: Pam Allen, Karen Authier, Beth Baxter,

Holly grfi.{d}.Jenny Clark,"Gere Ki\3 ,}tornan Langemach, Andrea Miller, David Newell,
Mary JoPar{<@.$g,.Dale Shotkoski, and Susan Stabb. Voting no: none. Teresa Anderson, Candy

and req
Harmony, has

Gene Klein indicated he needed to leave
discussed. He noted that his organization,

the Commission. Kim has accepted a

approved by the Committee. David
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Data Technolory Workgroup
David Newell provided an update on the Data, technology, accountability and reporting
workgroup. He noted that the next meeting with be a three hour meeting at the Foster Care
Review Office on April 29ft to follow up on the Chapin Hall presentations from the January
Children's Commission meeting and retreat.

Barriers to Permanency Report
Kim Hawekotte led a discussion on the Barriers to Permanency Report. She provided copies of
the report to the Commission. She noted that because the report recently came out, many
members have not had time to read it. She asked that the memp91s read the report and at the next
meeting the stakeholders involved in the creation of the repp,ff|pi7l hold an informative panel on
the Barriers to Permanency project.

Vicki Maca provided an update on DHHS opere*drs. She no1ffi,t|lthat the Department is very
busy and Tony Green, acting Director of CFSnis testiffing before the Ap-propriations Committee
and could not attend the meeting. Alternative Response is implemented at five pilot sites, and
142 fanilies have been served. The first formal *po.t will be released in December. Many of
the families served have experienced chronic neglbct with poverty related strq6.$ors. DHHS is
working with Federal partners onthe,gg1,,..gFSR measures...$nd preparing for the Federal Review

I t::

Probation Report l
Erren Brokofsky save a Pfo.5g;11p*q upaut"i;4'i/%*i'T*i+*lr,l,p,*I h\$geen making a difference in
some areas, including._.rqdlicin$\'{iii\rumbers in t_he-,YRTCs in&e-arney and Geneva. Probation is
working with CSG to'irhprove court process and services.

Next Meeting Date ' ''
The next meeting isTuesd{ffMay 19,2015, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.

Adjourn
A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to adjoum the meeting, seconded by Norman
Langemach. The meeting adjourned at 1:29 pm.

Next

the Barriers fti:iF,armanenly Project would hold a panel. The Lead Agency taskforce
will providoffi,tpdate. Th41ttffi;;artm"nt gf Health and Human Services and Nebraska Families
Collaborativ€'4bML provide &irysponie to the Workforce workgroup report. The Data,
Technology, N@tntabitity ail{ Reporting workgroup will provide recoilrmendations.
Additional topics <jffqeus willWi;tiilternative response and evidence based practices definitions.


