
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA

JUVEN I LE JUSTICE I NSTITUTE

Gommunity-bosed Juvenile Services Aid
N EBRASKA DIVERSION PROGRAMS 2012-2015
Nebrosko hos identified four gools of diversion (Neb. Rev. Stot. S 43-260.03)

Two of these ore:
(o)To provide eligible juvenile offenders with on olternotive

progrom in lieu of odjudicotion through the juvenile court;
(b)To reduce recidivism omong diverted juvenile offenders;

YOUTH CHARACTERISTICS

. From 7/1/12to 6/30/15, o totol of 10,518 youth were
referred to one of 69 diversion progroms in Nebrosko.

. Mole youth: 59.7% (n : 6,280); Femole youth: 40.3% (n : 4,238)

. Age ronged from oge 5 to oge 17, with o meon of 15.'10 (SD: 1.79)

. Whiteyouth ore underrepresented in diversion; while
Blockyouth ore referred to diversion ot twice the rote
ot which they oppeor in the populotion.

(o)TO PROVIDE ELIGIBLE JUVENILE OFFENDERS AN ALTERNATIVE TO ADJUDICATION

' Atotol of 11,957 cosesond 15,378 lowviolotionswerereferredtojuvenilediversion

. Most coses involved o low violotion (n= .10,403; 
87.0%);4.8% of coses were for ottendonce issues (n:573); 3.5%

were coses where the youth received o worning (n:421) ond 4.7% were componion coses (n:560)
. Atotolof 9,304youth enrolled in diversion (77.8% of ollreferrols). Of these,77.2%(n:7,179) completed diversion

successfully; 14.6% (n = '1,355) foiled to comply with the progrom; ond 5.3% (n : 490) received o new low violotion.

. Dischorge reoson wos not included in 908 of coses (7.6%), which moy
hove been due to foilure to close coses or coses thot ore still octive.

(b)To REDUCE RECTDtVtSM AMONG DTVERTED

JUVENILE OFFENDERS

lnternol Recidivism- more thon one referrol to diversion
. Overoll, 469 of referrols were foryouth olreody in
diversion, ond the new referrol become port of thot
time in diversion (dischorge dote wos identicol).

. Mostyouth were referred to diversion once (93.8%, n:9,866); some
twice (5.9S, n:617); the remoining 3 to 5 times (0.3%, n : 33).

. Foryouth referred twice, those successfully dischorged the first time
hod o significontly longer time before o new diversion referrol (388 doys)
thon those unsuccessfully dischorged (229 to 236 doys) or who never
enrolled in the progrom (225 to 261 doys) ([F(2545) :7.74, p<.001].

Externol Recidivism- new low violotions ofter diversion dischorge
. Motched youth referred to diversion progroms to coses filed in JUSTICE, which is

Nebrosko's online Stote Triol Court cose informotion system.

. At 2 to 3 yeor follow-up, youth who successfully completed diversion recidivoted ot o rote of
30.2%; while youth who did not complete the progrom recidivoted ot o rote of 51.1% (dischorge
foiled progrom requirements)to 61.1% (dischorge with new low violotion).
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