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VOICES FOR CHILDREN IN NEBRASKA IS THE INDEPENDENT 
VOICE BUILDING PATHWAYS TO OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THROUGH RESEARCH, POLICY, 

AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



24TH ANNUAL KIDS 
COUNT IN NEBRASKA 

REPORT
• MOST COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE OF DATA 

ON THE WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN IN 
AREAS OF:

• POPULATION

• HEALTH

• EDUCATION

• ECONOMIC STABILITY

• CHILD WELFARE

• JUVENILE JUSTICE

• INDEX OF RACE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR 
NEBRASKA KIDS

• COMMENTARY: EMERGING ADULTS

• COUNTY-LEVEL INDICATORS



KIDS COUNT NETERACTIVE

• ONLINE, SEARCHABLE DATA SITE CONTAINING FULL KIDS COUNT REPORT

• OPTIMIZED FOR MOBILE USE

• NETERACTIVE COUNTY MAPS















POVERTY



MAKING ENDS MEET













ACCESS TO COUNSEL





INDICATORS USED INCLUDE

• CHILDREN WITH HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE

• INFANTS RECEIVING ADEQUATE PRENATAL CARE

• 3- AND 4-YEAR-OLDS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL

• READING PROFICIENTLY AT 3RD GRADE

• 16-24-YEAR-OLDS EMPLOYED OR ATTENDING 
SCHOOL

• CHILDREN LIVING ABOVE THE FEDERAL POVERTY LINE

• MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME

• CHILDREN LIVING IN LOW-POVERTY AREAS

• CHILDREN NOT INVOLVED IN THE CHILD WELFARE 
SYSTEM

• CHILDREN WHO ARE WARDS OF THE STATE, BUT ARE 
LIVING AT HOME

• CHILDREN WHO ARE LIVING IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE, 
BUT HAVE DONE SO IN 3 OR FEWER PLACEMENTS

• YOUTH WHO HAVE COMPLETED A DIVERSION 
PROGRAM SUCCESSFULLY

• YOUTH WHO HAVE COMPLETED PROBATION 
SUCCESSFULLY



COMMENTARY: 
EMERGING ADULTS

CHARACTERISTICS OF EMERGING ADULTS:

1. THE AGE OF INSTABILITY

2. THE AGE OF IDENTITY EXPLORATION

3. THE SELF-FOCUSED AGE

4. THE AGE OF FEELING IN BETWEEN

5. THE AGE OF POSSIBILITIES

A LOOK AT NEBRASKA’S 18-24-YEAR-OLDS





HEALTH INSURANCE



EDUCATION



ECONOMIC STABILITY

7.8% of 20-24-year-olds are in the labor force, but unemployed



CHILD WELFARE





TRANSITION TO 
ADULTHOOD

• MARRIAGE AND STARTING A 
FAMILY

• BECOMING FINANCIALLY 
INDEPENDENT

• ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ONE’S SELF

• MAKING INDEPENDENT 
DECISIONS

• TRANSITION AT DIFFERENT AGES 
DUE TO FAMILY INCOME



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. PRESERVING FEATURES OF THE ACA RELEVANT TO EMERGING ADULTS.

2. EXPANDING SERVICES TO THOSE WHO AGE OUT OF THE STATE’S SYSTEMS TO AN OLDER 
AGE AND INCLUDE THE JUVENILE JUST POPULATION IN THESE SERVICES.

3. EXPANDING SUPPORTS IN HIGHER EDUCATION TO LOW-INCOME STUDENTS AND STUDENTS 
OF COLOR.

4. ELIMINATING DISPARITIES IN OUTCOMES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE OF COLOR.



QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU

CONTACT:

CHRISSY TONKINSON, MPH

RESEARCH COORDINATOR

CTONKINSON@VOICESFORCHILDREN.COM

402-597-3100

mailto:ctonkinson@voicesforchildren.com
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